Recommended book list for 2021
by Margaret Gibb
Click on the titles to go to Amazon.ca
l. Two Tears on the Window -Julia and Kevin Garratt
Julia and Kevin Garratt’s true story of their 775-day abduction and imprisonment in China as pawns in a
political play between China, Canada and the United States. In August 2014 State Security agents grabbed
them, accusing them of espionage. In shock, they were unaware of a Chinese spy arrest in Canada, giving
the US “some leverage over China to bring a stop to more than a decade of rampant cybertheft” or that
they’d become “bargaining chips in China’s desperate countermove”. (Graff, Garrett M. “How the US Forced
China to Quit Stealing—)

2. Amazing Grace Abounding Hope -Darlene Marten
Feeling alone and afraid, six-year-old Darlene hides under the porch, crying. When her sister finds her,
Darlene is unable to explain the fear she faces at nighttime.
Later, as a wife and a mother, she processes the impact of the sexual abuse while struggling with
depression. Through this deep emotional pain, she recognizes that Christ has already won the victory over
Satan. But can she forgive her father? And can she find peace as she sets out to learn the truth about her
biological mother?

3. The Great Exchange - Terry R. Bone
Your destiny is not a solo run, it’s a team event; a great relay race spanning multiple lifetimes. When
differing generations of leaders or families meet in the ‘exchange zone’ of life, everyone wins big. Learn
how to multiply the impact of all you do by connecting your life with the success of those who have
already run the same race. Learn how to create an unstoppable force of blessing that continues for many
generations.

4. The Strength you Need - Robert J. Morgan
Why are we feeling so depleted when God has promised us strength equal to our days?
Pastor Robert Morgan leads a busy life as a pastor and is also a multitasking caregiver to his disabled wife.
Most days he feels exhausted, yet over time God has shown him how to build himself up when he’s worn
himself out. He has learned to fully embrace Psalm 84, as he moves from strength to strength. Our task is
to embrace these as we wait for God to take us to our next time of strength.

5. Covered Glory - The Face of Honor - Shame in the Muslim World - Audrey Frank
Muslim women are coming out of hiding and telling their stories. With courageous voices, they disclose
tales of shame and a fierce desire to be valued. We hold our breath as they whisper accounts of Jesus
dressed in light, coming to them in dreams, offering honor in the place of shame, freedom instead of
oppression.

6. The Ministers Wife - Karen Stiller
She never expected to be a minister’s wife. And the life she discovered was more challenging ”and more
beautiful” than she could have anticipated.
Warm, witty, and achingly honest, The Minister’s Wife is a memoir in essays on choosing to belong, and an
invitation to join a spiritual adventure.
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7. Double Blessing - Mark Batterson
God doesn’t bless us to raise our standard of living. God blesses us to raise our standard of giving, and that’s
where true joy is found. The New York Times bestselling author of Chase the Lion challenges us not to settle for
half of what God offers when it comes to blessings—we are BLESSED to BLESS.

8. Unborn, Untold - Ruth Coghill
Confused. Scared. Pressured. Alone. That’s what so many of the women and men in these true stories felt when
faced with an unexpected pregnancy. Many believed they had no alternative but to abort their child, while
others made the difficult decision to choose life. All live with the consequences of that decision. And all have
experienced the healing grace and mercy of God.

9. Miracles - Eric Metaxas
Not since C. S. Lewis in 1947 has an author of Eric Metaxas’s stature undertaken a major exploration of the
phenomenon of miracles. In this groundbreaking work, Metaxas examines the compatibility between faith and
science and provides well-documented anecdotal evidence of actual miracles.

10. Until We All Come Home -Kim De Blecourt
When Kim de Blecourt and her husband decided to adopt a child from Ukraine, they knew that the process
might be challenging. During her year-long struggle to extricate her newly adopted little boy from that postSoviet country’s corrupt social service and judicial systems, de Blecourt was intimidated, physically assaulted,
and arrested. Worse, her months of loneliness, worry, and fear drove her to the brink of spiritual despair Her
amazing story-culminating in a spine-chilling race to freedom-offers dramatic proof that God’s light shines on
even in the deepest darkness.

11. Impossible Love -Craig Keener and Medine Moussounga Kenner
Gripping True Story of War and Romance, Hope and Miracles
When the odds are impossible, love goes to work. In this thrilling true-life story, readers follow the path of
friendship that grows into a romance that spans continents and survives devastating hardship. Their tender
story of love beating the odds inspires readers to believe that God’s own great love for each of us will always
overcome.

12. Worry Less, Live More -Robert J. Morgan
In this book Pastor Morgan leads the way through the investigation of the Bible’s premier passage on the
subject of anxiety. Philippians 4:4–9 is God’s most definitive word about overcoming anxiety and experiencing
His overwhelming peace. Dissecting the following eight practices this vital passage promotes will help you to
wage war on worry:

13. Seeking Silver in Every life Experience -Karen Y. Barnstable
Author Karen Barnstable wanted to leave her family with a journal and legacy of her significant life events,
experiences and memories showing how in retrospect God had walked her through every life situation. This
exercise of personal reflection and journaling led to the development of a unique process that will help others
look at what God has done and is doing in each of our own lives.
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14. Faith Life & Leadership: 8 Canadian Women Tell Their Stories. Volume 2 - Margaret Gibb
Faith, Life and Leadership Vol 2: 8 Canadian Women Tell Their Stories is the follow-up volume to the very
successful first book by the same title. This second group of eight successful, experienced, godly Canadian
women has been similarly assembled, and again each contributor is a distinguished leader in her field. All have
been willing to share the unique story that relates to the lessons they learned during their leadership journey.
Their personal stories are told with utmost authenticity and integrity. Readers will be inspired, encouraged and
edified to achieve great things for the kingdom.

15. Educated - Tara Westover
Tara Westover was seventeen when she first set foot in a classroom. Instead of traditional lessons, she grew up
learning how to stew herbs into medicine, scavenging in the family scrap yard and helping her family prepare
for the apocalypse. She had no birth certificate and no medical records and had never been enrolled in school.
Westover’s mother proved a marvel at concocting folk remedies for many ailments. . Her first day of university
was her first day in school—ever—and she would eventually win an esteemed fellowship from Cambridge and
graduate with a PhD in intellectual history and political thought.

16. The Myth of the Dying Church - Glenn T. Stanton
Stop believing the false narrative that Christianity is declining, and discover the truth about the health of the
church in America and around the world.

17. Church in Society - Don Hutchison
“Like much of twenty-first-century Christianity, we have been influenced by the changing society in which we
live. What if we could reverse that influence so that instead of changes in society influencing us, as Christians
we influenced the changes in society?

18. The Day the World Came to Town -Jim Defede
The Day the World Came to Town is a positively heartwarming account of the citizens of Gander and its
surrounding communities and the unexpected guests who were welcomed with exemplary kindness.

19. Coffee With Him -Ann Mainse
You trust God’s promise to direct your path, but what about when that path takes a sharp left turn, taking
you on an unexpected journey fraught with pain and fear? That’s where Ann Mainse found herself after she
received a devastating diagnosis. During her journey, Ann took the time to journal her morning times with
God, often with a cup of coffee and her Bible.
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20. The Faith of Queen Elizabeth -Dudley Delefs
Discover the inspiring spiritual legacy of Queen Elizabeth II, the longest reigning monarch in British history.
Sharing a behind-the-scenes glimpse into the life of this notoriously private monarch, The Faith of Queen
Elizabeth features intimate stories and inspiring reflections on the personal faith behind the Crown. With
testimonies from historic figures such as Winston Churchill, Billy Graham, Mother Teresa, and Margaret
Thatcher, this magnificent tribute explores the faith of the world’s most famous Queen - and the
King she serves.

21. Give me this mountain -Dr. Helen Roseveare
‘Give Me This Mountain’ is the British title of the autobiography of Dr. Helen Roseveare, graduate in medicine
from University of Cambridge, in the late 1940’s. A well-known missionary doctor and author, with several of
her works still in print, she worked in the north-eastern province of the Belgian Congo with the Heart of Africa
Mission in the 1950’s & 60’s. She established a substantial pioneer medical service and assisted the churches
before Congo’s independence in 1960, and continued there for some years after, at a time when many had to
flee for their lives.

22. Optimism - Helen Keller
Helen Keller was left blind and deaf by a terrible disease at the age of 19 months, trapped in a shell of
incomprehensibility. With the help of Annie Sullivan, she was able to overcome these handicaps and educate
herself. Shortly after her autobiography, My Story, appeared in 1900, this book on Optimism was also
published.

23. The Heart of the Amish - Suzanne Woods Fisher
The Heart of the Amish invites readers into the world of a people renowned for their ability to forgive. Through
true stories gathered from a variety of Amish communities, bestselling author Suzanne Woods Fisher illustrates
how they are able to release their pain and desire for revenge, and live at peace with others. Her in-depth,
personal research uncovers the astounding yet fundamental way the Amish can forgive anyone from the angry
customer at the grocery store to the shooter at Nickel Mines. Readers will learn how to invite God into their
stories, apply lessons from the Amish to their own circumstances, and find the freedom that comes with true
forgiveness.

24. Finding Hope in Crisis by Grace Fox
A diagnosis. Death of a loved one. A layoff. A broken relationship. Life changes in a nanosecond when storms
sweep in, often without warning. With minds barely able to think clearly, we often set our Bible aside. However,
in reality, that’s when we need its comfort and strength most. This devotional is written for those longing for
hope, but are lacking the ability to focus on a lengthy Scripture passage.

4

